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the original, and are also liable to be confused by the departure from the 
classic method of presentation. 

The Short History of Roman Law is a translation of the preliminary 
chapter and first book of Girard's well known Manuel elementaire de droit 
romain, together with the Bibliographic gknerale printed as an Appendix. 
The appearance of this scholarly work in English dress will be gladly wel- 
comed by students of Roman law in this country. The modern Roman law 
of America has been so largely "received" through French and Spanish 
sources that the institutional treatises based on the Code Napoleon (upon 
which the Spanish and modern American codes have been so largely mod- 
eled) give to the American student of Roman law a much to be desired com- 
bination of the classical theory of Roman law principles together with their 
application in the modern environment. The translators urge that the part 
translated will be welcomed as a short history of Roman law in separate 
form. But it is very much to be desired that the work as a whole may be 
given to us soon. It seems to be the experience of European teachers that 
the elementary book in Roman law should contain both the history and the 
system, as is evidenced by Sohm's excellent "Institutes," and by Girard's 
"Manuel" in its entirety. Few students in American law schools or colleges 
can afford to give more than a single semester to the work in Roman law, 
and that work should contain both the historical sketch and the outline of 
fundamental principles. It seems, therefore, unfortunate that the translation 
should be put into pages hardly half the size of those of the original text, 
for if the remainder of the "Manuel" should be translated, it would involve 
the making of new plates for the part already made, unless the completed 
work were of unwieldy thickness or published in two volumes. 

Joseph H. Drake. 

Current Law, a Complete Encyclopedia of New Law. George Foster 
Longsdorf, Editor; Walter A. Shumaker, Associate. St. Paul: 
Keefe-Davidson Company, 10x15-1906, Vol. IV, pp. 1971; Vol. V 
issued in monthly parts. 
We believe that this work has already won for itself a place among the 
really useful books of reference for the lawyer. One who has once used it 
is sure to turn to it again for assistance. Had a work of this kind been 
carelessly or unintelligently prepared it would have been a hindrance rather 
than a help to the investigator of legal problems who wishes to keep abreast 
of the times; but so carefully and wisely have the digesting and arranging 
of recent decisions been done for "Current Law" that one may safely rely 
upon it for a statement of the principles announced in every current decision. 
The notes contain enough of the facts of these decisions to enable the reader 
to determine whether the particular case cited is worthy of further examina- 
tion by him in view of the precise question upon which he is seeking light. 



